MINUTES
EXECUTIVE BOARD
of the
Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

July 18, 2012

Attendees: Mayor Rogers Anderson, Mayor Ernest Burgess, Mayor John Coombs, Mayor Philip
Craighead, Mr. Corbin Davis, Mr. Steve Foote (for Mayor Ed Hagerty), Mayor Scott Foster, Mayor Jo Ann
Graves, Mr. Jerry Herman (for Mayor Michael Arnold), Executive Anthony Holt, Ms. Shanna Hughey (for
Mayor Karl Dean), Mayor Randall Hutto, Mayor Ken Moore, Mr. Toks Omishakin (for Gov. Bill Haslam),
Mr. Tim Roach, Mayor Paul Webb, Mayor Kenneth Wilber

Approve Minutes from Last Meeting

Mayor Rogers Anderson, Chair, opened the meeting at 9:07 a.m. Mayor Scott Foster moved to approve
the June 20, 2012 meeting minutes with Mr. Tim Roach seconding. The motion was unanimously
passed.

Public Comment

Ms. Margo Chambers of Nashville spoke about the planned BRT along West End Avenue. Her comments
are attached to the end of these minutes. She also said that in regards to the draft FY 2012 UPWP that
all members should be paying the same amount for dues. Ms. Leesa Hinson of Nashville also spoke
about the planned BRT. Her comments are attached to the end of these minutes.

MPO Chair’s Report

Mr. Michael Skipper, MPO director, stated that the Congress has passed a 2-year transportation bill,
MAP-21. The funding levels match those of SAFETEA-LU with increases for inflation. There is also a
streamlining of the environmental process for projects. There has been some consolidation of federal
programs. Mr. Corbin Davis, FHWA, said that guidance has been undetermined at this time but that
FHWA is working closely with ASHTO and AMPO to release the guidance to the MPOs in a timely
manner.

Endorse Fiscal Year 2013 Unified Planning Work Program

Mr. Skipper provided an overview of the federal requirements for a UPWP, proposed 2013 MPO dues,
and anticipated planning activities for the upcoming year. Mr. Skipper said that staff is recommending a



continuation of the 12.5 cents per capita rate charged city members of the MPO, but a decreased to 11
cents per capita for county members. The FY 2013 dues will be based on 2010 Census population figures.
He said that staff believes this rate differential provides a more equitable format given that county
governments are charged for population in the unincorporated portions of their county plus for the
population in any cities with less than 5,000 people. The UPWP requires a minimum of a 7-day public
review and comment period prior to adoption.

Mayor Foster moved to endorse the draft FY2013 UPWP for public review and comment. Executive
Anthony Holt seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

More information about the UPWP is available on the MPQ’s website at:
http://www.nashvillempo.org/plans programs/upwp/

The schedule for adoption is:
e 7/11-TCC endorsement
e 7/18 - XB endorsement
e 7/23to 8/13 - Public review and comment period
e 8/1 - First public hearing (TCC)
e 8/15 - Second public hearing / adoption (XB)

Endorse Proposed Changes to the MPQO’s Major Roadway Network

Mr. Skipper said that TDOT has requested an amendment to the MPQO’s major roadway network in order
to update the federal functional classification of a list of roadways in the region. He said given the
state’s request, MPO staff has been working with local governments to identify any other necessary
changes in the classification of roadways throughout the region. He said that staff’s role has been to
evaluate the local requests to ensure that the requested classification matches the roadways function.
Upon endorsement by the Board, the MPO will submit the requests to TDOT for final review.

Executive Holt moved to endorse the proposed changes for consideration by TDOT. Mr. Roach seconded
and the motion passed unanimously.

Maps of the current network and a list of proposed changes is available on the MPQO’s website at:
http://www.nashvillempo.org/regional plan/roadways/major network.aspx

The schedule for adoption is:
e 7/11-TCC endorsement
e 7/18 - XB endorsement
e 7/20 - Proposed changes submitted to TDOT for review




Presentation: Update on MTA East-West Connector BRT Project

Mr. Doug Tennant, URS representative, gave an overview of the BRT project. He said that with over 2
million residents by 2050 the area needs mass transit to attract companies and professionals to the
region. This corridor was selected [included in the MPQO’s 2035 Regional Transportation Plan and
evaluated during the recently completed Alternatives Analysis] because it is considered the “Main
Street” of Nashville and BRT was determined to be the most cost-effective way of servicing this corridor
with rapid transit. He said that the corridor is 7.5 miles long. It will begin at White Bridge Road moving
along West End/Broadway to 3 Ave. It will turn toward the Music City Central then along Charlotte
across the Woodland Street Bridge to Five Points. He gave a brief discussion of the lane set-up and the
stations placement (intersection vs. mid-block).

Mr. Steve Foote asked if there will be enough room for bicycle lanes. Mr. Tennant said that they are
trying to find room for these but are struggling.

Mr. Tennant said that streetscaping will be a part of the design and that all public comments are being
considered. Mayor Craighead asked how BRT lanes would affect emergency vehicles. Mr. Tennant said
that emergency vehicles would be able to use the dedicated BRT lanes.

More information about the East-West Connector is available at:
http://www.eastwestconnector.org/

Tennessee Department of Transportation Report

Mr. Toks Omishakin said that TDOT will be doing the bus tour of Region 3 projects September 24-27,
2012. He said that Commissioner Schroer might be contacting the mayors to decide which projects to
tour.

MPO Director’s Report

a) Welcome to MPO Intern Ben Jelsma, University of British Columbia
Mr. Skipper introduced Ben Jelsma who is interning at the MPO this summer. His work
will focus on the intersection of housing and transportation and will help to develop a
tool box for transit-focused developments looking to maintain affordable housing options
for the low and moderate income households. Mr. Jelsma said that he was happy to be
here and that he looks forward to being able to apply his interest in social equality.

b) MPO Honored with US DOT National Award for Planning Excellence
Mr. Skipper announced that the Nashville Area MPO has received from FHWA and FTA
the 2012 Transportation Planning Excellence Award for our 2035 RTP. We were one of
nine recipients.

c) Mr. Skipper said that the committee to discuss the expansion of the MPO region will meet
on August 7%,




Other Business
Mr. Tim Ellis, Goodlettsville City Manager, introduced the new interim mayor, John Coombs.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53 a.m.

Date:

The Honorable Rogers Anderson
Chairman, MPO Executive Board

Michael Skipper, AICP
Executive Director and Secretary of the Board
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July 18, 2012 MPO Exec Meeting Public Comment

Thank you for the opportunity to speak. My name is Margo Chambers. I live in Nashville.
My comments:

« Item #4 on today’s agenda, “Endorse Fiscal Year 2013 Unified Planning Work Program”.

Before you pass the motion to endorse this item, please consider collecting MPO Fiscal
Year Regional Membership Dues equally from all MPO members.

Regarding the East West Connector Mass Transit program: Please complete the foliowing
studies, or items, before Phase II of the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) program is submitted for
approval:

1) The National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106 Compliance). Make sure all
reasonable measures are taken to preserve our precious history.

2) Ensure USDOT compliance with Section 4(f). Make a special effort to preserve the
natural beauty of the public parks, recreational lands, and historic sites.

3) A Noise Study, to investigate the impacts of traffic noise and noise impacts of station-to-
station service. This may be called an Environmental Assessment Worksheet.

4) Conduct a Park-and-Ride Demand Study. Addresses concerns about neighborhood
compatibility, and about facilities that will be built.

5) Conduct a Parking Study - to address parking issues on private property along the

route.

6) Do a Water Flow Study - addresses new water issues created from the extra paving.

7} On the Station Design - want the ability o approve Station Changes in Phase III, to
make sure the design does not negatively affect the character of a Historic District.
Please address how to make stations attractive enough for riders, without encouraging the
homeless to want to sleep in them.
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8) A Streetscape Study - to ensure the BRT plan has a high quality of livability. That
people will want to walk along the route and not fear getting hurt. Ensure pedestrian
safety along the route. How will schooi children leave our neighborhood, and walk across
the street to West End Middle School? With or without their current crossing guard?

9) Make sure this plan is Compliant with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA).

10) Conduct a National Air Quality Standards review ~ to measure six poliutants
that arise from any mass transit system. This study is done to reduce unnecessary

asthma cases in children who live along the route.

11) Conduct a Final Environmental Study. Inciude a Detailed Detour and Traffic
Diversion Analysis. Special attention to: Pedestrian safety, bike fatalities, and auto
traffic accidents. Left turns off of West End will become more accident prone with a BRT
(common problem of BRT's). I am very concerned about the cars entering either
Interstate 440, or 40 from West End or Broadway. Other cities build skyways to handie

that type of auto volume crossing over BRT lanes.

12) If the project is built, do a Traffic Diversion Monitoring Program. Include a
special reserve fund, allowing for the installation of additional traffic control devices.

13) Perform a Side Street Impact Study - to measure the volume of traffic on side

streets, before and after a BRT route is installed.

14) Do an Automobile Congestion Study along the route. Measure throughput of
automobile traffic on the BRT route, before and after the route is instailed. Measure
traffic when all private schools are in session, along with Vanderbilt, Belmont, Peabody, &

Aquinas, at same time as Metro Schools.

i5) Conduct a Likely Rider Survey of alf residents within the Study Group along the
route. Don't rely on computer modeling for this. Ask us how frequently we plan on using
the new route. Ask us our current commute route {do we travel that way, today?). Ask
us if we even use the proposed mass transit route daily. Whether we use the parallel side

streets, instead. Ask us how many times we “Cross Over” the proposed route each day.
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16) Please consider approving 3 years of worth of Operating Costs for the East West
Connector before Phase II of the BRT is submitted. Phase 1II is scheduled to be submitted
for Federal Funding sometime around the end of September 2012.
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Finally,

I have been identified by the MPO modeling software as being a potential rider of the BRT.
Because I live 3 blocks from the proposed route.

I do not plan on being a frequent rider of this BRT. My daily commute is not along the BRT
route. I commute across West End Avenue, traveling south into Green Hills. 1 cross over West
End about 10 times a day, 6 days a week.

I consider myself a supporter of mass transit. 1 am not in support of this BRT plan as presented.

Safety, at "Cross Over’s”, is more important than a mass transit rider arriving 2 minutes faster

than they would on today’s regular bus route.

You will hear consultants talk of “congestion relief”. That figure relates to the mass transit
rider, only. You’'ll have to ask to receive information on “Single Occupancy Vehicles” figures.
One does not equate to the other, in the MPO.

1 do not think any BRT study has been done to measure auto congestion relief, or auto

throughput, or side street impact.
I trust you will be very thorough, approving any BRT program in the state of Tennessee.
Our lives, and the financial stability of the city and state, depend upcn you,

Thank you for your time.




o 18|z
’Mm e 1S Laesatﬁxrgon T am o

It&&j\t‘.‘)ﬂn M.Sh\/l“lan cungd._A féglﬂc&m‘_"

Richland West cnd Hdoric

I\Qaia umw__g,_uwted—

C,Q_,uﬁd &&ewwa,u W\MUA (& v\)\‘\’lf\\f\

RANY ‘lZ mile s‘mc\J\J-) 2one.

'_\\mmef T oy T trer Z N%'@%

of my \r\ogsg._mgd, will s l kel cidesc |

woﬂ\‘a a-nd Mol

| As mmg gge flﬁcl 1 hvc ' TLu

Zindd ‘Hxébwc \\\owdoufkoo |

4&\M wmuv\ as ds hame eﬂ%

=S 1){\(1‘64/' O— M@kv-o HIS‘\Q\K? m/\q |

'-(Qve/&au ad k. addn\ema,ll._ t<_. on

Ot:(\avx Qg_c.f_ﬁfzg_o()ﬂgb T (CLC,QS

T beliewe, Trot e BT W!nbL

detimete) o muy V\ucmmrhood

muy /)Duah'\\/\ QL \iw
54 _ CLﬁUMbM 91:-'




b . }

" (§ ZE b@h_@rﬁ La,mﬂ ’I u«\dwérand Tt

| dw&(-i- mmb"b;\ "seeu

on _glYernate ypak.  tato W/\?R\&LEN

"m Monc! "f\fac('(\(_ raY\C.eShEm DWF'M

(Lmd,t’i\ans ~&f

Gl addhon @weu/wm mme,nu_

4 dd %m:ef#c, he g AesuO% 8L BeT

_ W\

'\mx% ’D.m/b/w C Oy wcwmt

= agg:gg Cminetin Shvhi ey s&é‘d.}

_ twe @‘mﬁwz ﬂ\\}muwm |

cmw&ed c,’wea& @UEing wxll areats

I/ -t

)

.c\,wﬂ.ﬁ oA o Our m&mw

| _ (s Q}nvﬁ»ﬁ @U\d Odﬁ&k\nkal/l( —



o~

w ':: @I . (.@n(p,r/\ecl —~h«a:\— bler

Al local @7k, elmia \bnM will

L

ugl(\D 1+ o

rn;/u:

'"\;1( \N‘ho G- .\cl-?_

i n\o@(S at Elmni /u}\ﬁw

'W\Ard lne,c_cuA_;é \€4+ tirns will l/\tf“_ e |
"D@(MI‘H AL ross \r\)cs’r ENQ T ]

m\wc, ’M@: LNE L QLN tfdfud»eS |

will _be Unalde- 3o gﬁesg oLy

hercwinMeed  guicdde,  pad Tuat

=-P,1/VLWM, LSO e Q\WUCS will be
oned  OT 8 beltar, at

nuctpansole  ud QﬁA@ﬂ c.@%:\;xer -
V\‘\\\ bQ VW Kl)@) A . |

Ae 4 r&s.u,H

“)\ B\/\J\

A LowedO sp @vz:(eecﬁ

Qim Shde o T \m@@‘&a e iciled

-— g

et Gnad q‘S\*chJ

ond o 0MSOR uak DLw_v\_um@h_g_
o all esRe ks W\TW\ Tuy \\m’hanml

;T\\Slwzc— ?ﬁswva‘l\bn Ad)



w3

'D A a(lr;tﬁz ride ci&ma,n cl S‘NAM

5;& A r’)d,(blf\-ﬂ ‘5"&'\4.&4/1

N

D) A shveed age 2o

S) A ele-rax\erk d-e:tour V ‘i\fa:H\“ B '

J&werst&m N oA
) A side  =hreef | xmma_c:?‘ ﬁ»d,_

"""'-m

\

A shide. @< »s—-ru_\%mmd-a#‘ P

_JP)YZJ' DN tf::(m&fka“ﬁn Db . as

U(J\.)\rié Vo ‘ge_:H\‘:—hA "\'(:-F\ G'im.
LSDOT A

\

'9’\\@(;/\ Fn\/l(DnN\-em"\zJ WMD!“.AL






