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Shaping the Future of 
Transportation for the 

Greater Nashville Region!

Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
Mayor Ernest Burgess, Chairman
Mayor Karl Dean, Vice Chairman

Michael Skipper, Executive Director
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TRANSPORTATION IS A REGIONAL ISSUE
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SOURCE: US CENSUS BUREAU / US DEPT OF LABOR (2004)

Work in Downtown Nashville, LIVE in…..

TRANSPORTATION IS A REGIONAL ISSUE
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SOURCE: NASHVILLE AREA MPO

EXISTING CONGESTION

Nashville

Gallatin

Lebanon

Murfreesboro

Franklin

Springfield
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SOURCE: NASHVILLE AREA MPO

FUTURE CONGESTION (2030)

Nashville

Gallatin

Lebanon

Murfreesboro

Franklin

Springfield
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SOURCE: NASHVILLE AREA MPO

2030 CONGESTION W/ IMPROVEMENTS

Nashville

Gallatin

Lebanon

Murfreesboro

Franklin

Springfield
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Regional Transportation Authority
Metropolitan Transit Authority
Franklin Transit Authority
Murfreesboro Public Transportation
Metro Nashville Airport Authority
TN Dept of Environment & Conservation
Federal Highway Administration
Federal Transit Administration

City of Brentwood
City of Fairview
City of Franklin
City of Gallatin
City of Goodlettsville
City of Hendersonville
City of LaVergne
City of Lebanon
City of Millersville
City of Mt. Juliet
City of Murfreesboro
City of Portland
Town of Smyrna
City of Spring Hill
City of Springfield
City of White House
Metropolitan Nashville
Rutherford County
Sumner County
Williamson County
Wilson County
Tennessee DOT
Greater Nashville

Regional Council

Chambers of Commerce
Economic Development Councils
Human / Social Services Agencies
Trucking / Rail Industry
CITIZENS ACROSS THE REGION

ABOUT THE MPO
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GROWING REGIONAL ISSUES

► Unmanageable congestion

► Longer travel times & trip lengths

► Increasing fuel/ energy consumption / costs

► Declining air & water quality

► Aging Population

► Increasing health problems / costs

► Increasing traffic safety problems / costs

► Increasing maintenance/ construction costs

► Lost habitat / natural areas
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGIONALISM

► Improved integration of transportation, 
land use, and urban design policies

► Increased coordination between local 
comprehensive plans

► More and better transportation options 
represented in the regional plan

► More reliable approach to funding transit 
options
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Transit Services, Nashville Region (2008)

Murfreesboro RoverFranklin Trolleys

Nashville MTA RTA Music City Star

RTA Relax & Ride
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Transit Services, Nashville Region (2008)

Lebanon

Murfreesboro

Franklin

Columbia

Gallatin

SpringfieldClarksville

•Park-n-Ride Lots
•Vanpool Program
•Job Access Program
•Demand-Response Services
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What is our Vision for Mass Transit?
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Heavy Rail Transit (2007)

existing

proposed Source: American Public Transportation Association
Mapping: Nashville Area MPO



N
   

O
   

R
   

T 
  H

   
E 

  A
   

S 
  T

   
   

 C
   

O
   

R
   

R
   

I  
 D

   
O

   
R

   
   

 M
   

O
   

B
   

I  
 L

   
I  

 T
   

Y 
   

   
S 

  T
   

U
   

D
   

Y 
 

w 
w 

w 
. n

 a 
s h

 v 
i l 

l e
 m

 p
 o

 . o
 r 

g 
Light Rail Transit (2007)

existing

proposed Source: American Public Transportation Association
Mapping: Nashville Area MPO



N
   

O
   

R
   

T 
  H

   
E 

  A
   

S 
  T

   
   

 C
   

O
   

R
   

R
   

I  
 D

   
O

   
R

   
   

 M
   

O
   

B
   

I  
 L

   
I  

 T
   

Y 
   

   
S 

  T
   

U
   

D
   

Y 
 

w 
w 

w 
. n

 a 
s h

 v 
i l 

l e
 m

 p
 o

 . o
 r 

g 
Bus Rapid Transit (2007)
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Commuter Rail Transit (2007)

existing

proposed Source: American Public Transportation Association
Mapping: Nashville Area MPO
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Transit Services, Nationwide (2007)

Source: American Public Transportation Association
Mapping: Nashville Area MPO
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State/Federal
25%

Operating
25%

Local
50%

Typical Transit Revenue Sources

►Operating Revenues:  20-25%
►Farebox Returns

►Advertisement Sales

►State/ Federal Grants: 25-40%

►Local/ Regional Support: 40-50%
►General Fund AND/OR

►Dedicated Revenue Source
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Steps Towards Dedicated Funding

► Seek legislative approval to ask voters or local 
governing bodies to approve funding for transit

► Optimize the Regional Transportation Plan to provide 
transit service expansion options & costs

► Identify the most appropriate regional funding source

► Explain to the citizens how they, their family, their 
business, and their overall quality of life will benefit 
from the plan

► Ask voters or local governing bodies to approve funds

► Maintain support by demonstrating success in 
implementing the plan as promised
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First Step: Enabling Legislation

► A Menu of Funding Options to Expand 
Transit Services and to Support State and 
Federal Investments, Subject to Voter or 
Local Governing Body Approval

► The Authority to Issue Bonds for Faster 
Response to Demand and Development 
Opportunities

► The Ability to Expand or Create New 
Transit Districts in Large Urban Areas
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Transit/ Transportation Referenda, 2000-2007

Source: Center for Transportation Excellence
Mapping: Nashville Area MPO
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HELP US PLAN THE
FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION

www.nashvillempo.org


