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Population Growth

2040

3,096,602



Tennessee Counties



MIDDLE Tennessee
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Nashville Area MPO Planning Area



Total Population 2010

6.4 Million Statewide
1.7 Million (27%) in the MIDDLE

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Woods & Poole Economics 



Total Population 2040

8.9 Million Statewide
3.0 Million (34%) in the MIDDLE

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Woods & Poole Economics 



Net Population 2010 to 2040

2.5 Million Statewide
1.3 Million (52%) in the MIDDLE

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Woods & Poole Economics 



Population Rankings 2040

MostLeast

TOP 10 Most Populated
Shelby 1,018,313
Davidson 813,297 (4)
Knox 662,902 
Rutherford 592,812 (2)
Williamson 536,434 (1)
Hamilton 399,769
Montgomery 308,759 (5)
Sumner 238,950 (9)
Wilson 231,902 (6)
Sevier 178,010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Woods & Poole Economics 



Regional Employment Forecasts

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Woods & Poole Economics 

Year DAVIDSON MAURY ROBERTSON RUTHERFORD SUMNER WILLIAMSON WILSON Cheatham Dickson Montgomery Total
2010 542,778             39,998               28,066               133,805             55,355               120,263             51,639               17,162               22,901               64,817               1,076,784        
2015 585,974             43,100               30,806               150,853             60,662               138,235             57,918               18,903               25,051               71,208               1,182,710        
2020 635,738             47,043               33,591               170,093             66,686               162,311             65,133               20,555               27,405               78,365               1,306,920        
2030 745,177             55,746               39,857               215,490             80,227               223,802             81,960               24,178               32,695               94,410               1,593,542        
2040 869,137             65,609               47,190               271,416             95,976               307,887             102,437             28,228               38,834               112,928             1,939,642        

2015 43,196               3,102                 2,740                 17,048               5,307                 17,972               6,279                 1,741                 2,150                 6,391                 105,926            
2020 92,960               7,045                 5,525                 36,288               11,331               42,048               13,494               3,393                 4,504                 13,548               230,136            
2030 202,399             15,748               11,791               81,685               24,872               103,539             30,321               7,016                 9,794                 29,593               516,758            
2040 326,359             25,611               19,124               137,611             40,621               187,624             50,798               11,066               15,933               48,111               862,858            

2015 8% 8% 10% 13% 10% 15% 12% 10% 9% 10% 10%
2020 17% 18% 20% 27% 20% 35% 26% 20% 20% 21% 21%
2030 37% 39% 42% 61% 45% 86% 59% 41% 43% 46% 48%
2040 60% 64% 68% 103% 73% 156% 98% 64% 70% 74% 80%

TOTAL 
EMPLOYMENT 

Employment 
Growth 

from 2010

Percent 
Increase in 

Employment  
from 2010

2010
3.6 Million Statewide
1.1 Million (31%) in the MIDDLE

2040
5.7 Million Statewide
1.9 Million (33%) in the MIDDLE
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Land Use & Travel 
Demand Modeling



nashvillempo.org



nashvillempo.org



nashvillempo.org



nashvillempo.org

•Land Values

•Water/ Sewer

•Schools

•Major Roads/ Intersections

•Retail Opportunities

•Traffic Congestion

•Transit Service/ Stations

•Hospitals

•Parks & Recreation

•Environmental Conflicts
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The Resulting Forecast
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Households

2010 11%
2040 17%

Employment

2010 2%
2040 4%

Population & Employment Outside 
of Urban Growth Boundaries
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Traffic
Congestion
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2010 
Congestion

Routes operating at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hoursRoutes operating over capacity during peak hours
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2040 
Congestion 
After implementing 
projects through 2015

Routes operating at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hoursRoutes operating over capacity during peak hours
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2040 
Congestion

2035 Plan Improvements
$6 Billion Cost-Feasible

Routes operating at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hours
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2040 
Congestion 
After implementing the 
cost-feasible 2035 Plan

Routes operating at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hoursRoutes operating over capacity during peak hours
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2010 
Congestion

Free flow speeds

Low Congestion

Moderate Congestion 

Heavy Congestion

Moderate congestion identified when routes operate at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hours
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Moderate congestion identified when routes operate at 70% or less of free flow speed during peak hours

2040 
Congestion 
After implementing the
cost-feasible 2035 Plan

Free flow speeds

Low Congestion

Moderate Congestion 

Heavy Congestion
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System-Level
Performance

20
10

20
40

1,494,300 People + 76%
971,900 Jobs +81%
5,950,000 Daily Trips + 78%

3.98 Trips per Person +1%
49,650,000 Total VMT + 86%

33.2 VMT per Capita ‐ 6%
0.80 VHT per Capita +113%
47 Average Speed ‐ 26%
15% Congested VMT +162%
23% Congested VMT ‐ Heavy Trucks +141%

32,230 Transit Ridership +33%
27,634 Lane Miles +1%
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System-Level
Performance

20
10

20
40

1,494,300 People + 76%
971,900 Jobs +81% IMPROVEMENT
5,950,000 Daily Trips + 78%

3.98 Trips per Person +1% no change
49,650,000 Total VMT + 86% no change

33.2 VMT per Capita ‐ 6% no change
0.80 VHT per Capita +113% 8%
47 Average Speed ‐ 26% no change
15% Congested VMT +162% 5%
23% Congested VMT ‐ Heavy Trucks +141% 1%

32,230 Transit Ridership +33% no change
27,634 Lane Miles +1%

After Implementing 
Cost-Feasible

2035 Plan



Livability. Sustainability. Prosperity. Diversity.

Michael Skipper, AICP
Executive Director

skipper@nashvillempo.org

Mary Beth Ikard, APR
Communications Director
ikard@nashvillempo.org

@NashvilleMPO

.com/NashvilleMPO


