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“The CTP employs a Complete Streets philosophy
that defines the street by more than just its
mobility and accessibility functions, but by its role
as a critical community character shaper.”




Decatur’s Policy

Guiding
Principles:

Health
Safe Choices
Community

Connectivity

Adopted as part of the Community
Transportation Plan in 2008

“Complete Streets are defined as
streets with safe travel facilities for all
users- pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists
and transit riders — of all ages and
ability levels”




Why a Health Perspective?

1920 * 1945 1960 * 2000 *

14% U.5. residents WW il ends -  31% U.S. residents 50% U.S. residents
live in suburbs, Gl Bill, live in suburbs, live in suburbs,
25% central cities T housing starts ~ 32% central cities 30% central cities

1930

30 states have 1970
1901 zoning enabling acts Earth Day 1998

Tenement House Maryland -
Act (NYC) 1916 | 1926 1973 Smart Growth

Land-Use NYC | Euclidv. Oregon —
Planning zoning | Ambler state land reform

1910 1920 1830 1840 1950 1860 1870 1980

Public

Infectious 1942 Surgeon General 1992

diseases smoking report
Malaria Contral g e “Prevention”

in War Areas added to
Agency 1970 CDC name

Clean Air Act
Hygienic Lab 1950s 2000

(NIH precursor)
1906 TB treatments, Chronic disease leading
Pure Food polio vaccine cause of death

& Drug Act 400,000 die yearly due to
physical inactivity & diet

Historic focus on reducing harmful exposures. Recent research is exploring the link
between the built environment and lifestyle.

Schilling, Joseph, JD, LLM; Leslie S. Linton, JD, MPH. “The Public Health Roots of Zoning: In Search of Active Living’s Legal Genealogy.” American Journal of
Preventive Medicine. 2005; 28.




Corner of Commerce Drive and
West Ponce de Leon
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Mid-block crossing in Downtown

Most
Complete
Streets
projects can
be small and
inexpensive




Making room for Transit
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Example of an Off-street facility

Figure 6-13 Howard Avenue (West of Decatur High School) Typical Sections
The multi-use
&
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Challenges to Implementation

Current plans require variances from Georgia
Department of Transportation

Federal guidelines are implemented differently in
each state leading to transportation inequity

In Georgia, regulations are not context sensitive. A
state highway in Alpharetta is treated the same as
a state highway in Hahira.




Community Transportation Plan Map 3.1

State Routes within the City of Decatur
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