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Current Policies & Practices

 Land Development Process
 Nearly all Subdivision & Zoning regulations in 

the region require sidewalks; funds in lieu
Master Plans
 Greenways Plans, Bicycle & Pedestrian Plans, 

Streetscape Plans, Transit Plans
 Accommodation Policies
 TDOT (internal policy)

 Programs
 Safe Routes to School



Master Planning

TYPES
Bicycle & Pedestrian Plans

Greenway Plans
Streetscape Plans

FORMATS
Plan Document

Map
Part of Other Plans

MPO Jurisdiction Bicycle & Pedestrian
Master Plan

Greenway
Master Plan

Davidson County Plan Plan

Williamson County No No

City of Brentwood Plan Plan

City of Franklin Plan Plan

City of Fairview No No

Town of Nolensville No No

City of Spring Hill* No No

Rutherford County No No

City of Murfreesboro Plan Map

City of Smyrna Map Map

City of LaVergne Plan Plan

Wilson County Plan Plan

City of Mt. Juliet Plan Plan

City of Lebanon Plan Plan

Sumner County Plan Plan

City of Hendersonville Plan Plan

City of Gallatin Plan Plan

City of Goodlettsville* No Plan

City of Portland Map Map

City of White House* No Map

City of Millersville No No

City of Springfield No No

Implementation Strategies



Brentwood
Franklin
Gallatin

Goodlettsville
Murfreesboro

Nashville

Streetscape Master Plans

Implementation Strategies



Subdivision Regulations
Zoning Regulations

Overlay Districts
Comprehensive Plans

Land Use Plans Subarea Plans
Review Process

School Siting Policies
Street Design Guidelines

Land Development Strategies

Implementation Strategies



Local Road
MPO Jurisdiction Sidewalk Standard

(Dimension/Buffer)

Davidson County 5' / 4'

Williamson County ‐
City of Brentwood 5' to 6' / Varies 3'
City of Franklin 5' / Varies

City of Fairview 5' to 6' /  5'
Town of Nolensville 5' (Varies) / Varies
City of Spring Hill* 4' to 6' / Varies

Rutherford County ‐
City of Murfreesboro 5' / Varies
City of Smyrna 5' to 6' / 2'
City of LaVergne 5' to 6' / Up to 4'

Wilson County 4' to 10'
City of Mt. Juliet 4' to 6' / 2'
City of Lebanon 4' to 5' / 6'

Sumner County 4' to 6' / 2'
City of Hendersonville 5' to 6' / 5'
City of Gallatin 5' to 6' / 5'
City of Goodlettsville* 5' / 2'
City of Portland 5' to 6' / 5'
City of White House* 5' to 6' / 2'

City of Millersville 4' to 5' / 2'
City of Springfield 4' to 5' / 2'

Implementation Strategies

Sidewalk Requirements



Sidewalk Requirements

Collector Road
Sidewalks shall be required along both sides of all 
streets identified as collector or arterial streets in the 
Major Thoroughfare Plan

– City of Murfreesboro

Implementation Strategies



Sidewalk Requirements

Arterial Road

Implementation Strategies



Bicycle Requirements
Facilities

Streets and highways designated as bike routes by the 
city shall be appropriately marked and signed by the 
developer of the subdivision. Design and construction 
of off‐street bikeways shall be in accordance with the 
alignment and classification denoted on the bike route 
plan, and standards set forth in the AASHTO Guide for 
the Development of Bicycle Facilities.

– City of Brentwood

Implementation Strategies



Bicycle Parking

Cities with Bike Parking Provisions

Brentwood, Mt. Juliet, Gallatin, Spring Hill, and 
Franklin

Provisions are either as a parking bonus and/or 
associated with an overlay district or traditional 
neighborhood design 

Developments with surface parking areas with 50 or 
more spaces shall provide bicycle parking facilities – City 
of Franklin

Implementation Strategies



Other Provisions

There shall be a requirement to dedicate right‐of‐way 
for the development of greenways, bike paths, or 
urban trails when a development occurs along or on an 
area which has been indicated in the approved 
Greenways Plan for a future greenway, bike path, or 
urban trail.

– Town of Smyrna

Greenway & Open Space
Connections

Transit
Other Amenities

Implementation Strategies



Routine Accommodation Policies

TDOT will routinely integrate bicycling 
and walking options into the 
transportation system as a means to 
improve mobility and safety of non-
motorized traffic.

New construction and reconstruction of 
roadway projects
Facilities should anticipate likely future 
demand 
Address the need for cyclists to cross 
corridors as well as travel along them

Exceptions:

Prohibited by Law
Cost (>20%)
Sparse Population/ No Need
Certain Bridge Funded Improvements
Conflicts with Local Plans

Implementation Strategies



Other Regional Initiatives

 Regional Transit Enabling Legislation
 Historic effort by local governments in support of 

local dedicated funding for mass transit
 Middle Tennessee Mayors Caucus

 Newly formed partnership among mayors across 
10 counties to provide leadership on important 
challenges facing the region – beginning with mass 
transit and walkable communities

 Transit Alliance of Middle Tennessee
 Prominent business leaders organized to make the 

case for increased investments in fixed‐guideway 
transit

 Budding Non‐Profits
 The TMA Group, Transit Now Nashville, Walk/Bike 

Nashville, etc focused on completing the streets 
from a more grass‐roots perspective

existing

future



nashvillempo.org



2035 Regional Transportation Plan

Multi‐Modal Level of Service Planning
 How do corridors and nodes serve people 

trips, not just automobile trips?
 Is a lower roadway LOS acceptable in 

areas where investments can be made in 
transit, walking, and bicycling?

 Opportunity to Develop a Model Policy 
for Completing the Streets

 Potential to Set‐Aside Funding for Policy 
Initiatives (purse strings)
 Sidewalks, bike lanes, transit stops, 

pedestrian amenities, etc.

2008

2035



nashvillempo.org

Pedestrian Level of Service
Analysis: Level of Service (PLOS)
– 395 Miles of PLOS C or Better

– 88% PLOS D or Worse (2,918 miles)



nashvillempo.org

Bicycle Level of Service
Analysis: Level of Service (BLOS)
– 1,873 Miles of BLOS C or Better

– 43% BLOS D or Worse (1,440 miles)



nashvillempo.org



Livability. Sustainability. Prosperity. Diversity.


