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Austin-Nashville MSA Comparison

 Austin  Nashville U.S. 
Population 1,652,602  1,550,733  
Growth Since 2000 32.2%  18.2% 8.0%
Labor Force 881,700  787,100
Unemployment Rate 6.2%  8.8% 9.0%
Bachelor Degrees 38.4%  28.6% 27.5%
Graduate Degrees 13.5%  9.4% 10.1%
Median Age 32  36 37
Per Capita Income $28,822  $27,604 $26,688
Violent Crime Rate per 100,000 people 344.1  816.7 504.0
Property Crime Rate per 100,000 people 4,126.4  3,671.7 3,416.5
Residential Building Cost Index 79  83 100
Commercial Building Cost Index 80  86 100
Average Home Price $241,325  $239,500 $403,738
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Central 
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Capital MetroRail Red Line:  Service begins June 2009
• 32 miles between Leander and 

downtown Austin, nine stations
• Initial service during morning 

and afternoon commute—20 
trips total; 30 minute departures 
each direction during rush hour; 
more services planned

• Initial construction and costs for 
cars:  $105M; $3M per mile

• Annual operations and 
maintenance:  $7M
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Capital MetroRail Red Line 

• Transit Oriented Development near stations include:

– 2,300 acre TOD in Leander, Texas

– 73 acre TOD development near Crestview Station
• Connector bus routes at Downtown Station connect to:

– Central Business District

– Capital Complex

– University of Texas
• The Red Line is a commute

alternative
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Crestview Station

Huntsman Chemical Plant
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Crestview Station
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Capital MetroRail Proposed Green Line 

• 28 mile route on existing 
Capitol Metro tracks

• Connects Elgin-Manor-Decker 
Lake to Downtown Austin

• 8 stations Projected Cost to 
Construct - $200M

• Annual operations and 
maintenance  $10M - $15M

• The Green Line is a project to 
shape growth
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Proposed Urban Rail System
• Led by City of Austin

• Modern streetcar / Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) technology

• 15.3-mi mostly dedicated 
guideway

• Planned to preserve roadway 
capacity

• Two overlapping routes:
– ABIA to UT (10 min. 

service)
– Seaholm to Mueller (10 

min. service)
– Overlap “backbone”

segment (5 min. service)
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Proposed Urban Rail System

• Projected Construction 
Costs:  $625M to be 
phased with the first 
phase at $290M

• Annual Operating 
Costs:  $21M

• Extends the reach of 
commuter rail

• Adds capacity where 
other alternatives are 
limited
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• The urban rail project will support sustainable growth
• The central portion of the region includes:

– Urban lakes and parks
– Central Business District
– Capitol Complex
– University of Texas Campus
– Mueller Redevelopment Project

• For access to and from the Central Region, there are 
no additional lane miles available

• The Urban Rail Project ties together key activity 
centers and other rail services

Proposed Urban Rail System
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Downtown Vitality

• Since 2000, 2,613 new residential units have been built
• 1,651 residential units are currently under construction
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Transit Decision Making Process

• 2000 unsuccessful vote on Central City Light Rail 
proposal; failed by less than 2,000 votes

• 2004 successful vote on the Red Line; passed by 
62% vote

• 2005+
– Change in regional leadership
– Change in structure in MPO
– Regional process and dialogue over major road 

projects including first significant toll roads

• 2008
– Creation of the Transit Working Group by the MPO
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CAMPO Transit Working Group 

• Formal deliberative process

• Directed at ending “jump ball” politics

• Participants selected by MPO include:

– City and County elected officials

– State Senator and Representatives

– Representatives of opponents of rail projects

– Representatives of the economically 
disadvantaged community

• Series of meetings to adopt a decision tree or 
analysis for review of major transportation 
investments
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Decision Tree
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CAMPO Transit Working Group Process

• The proposed Green Line and proposed 
Urban Rail are being reviewed with this 
process

• Requirements include answers to 
decision tree requirements

• No final decisions

• Highlights, costs and benefits of any 
proposed project
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Keep Austin Weird
An important consideration is not 
to lose sight of the character and 
personality of your community.

Full Moon Bike Ride

Bouldin
Creek 
Coffeehouse

Eeyore’s Birthday Party

First Night Austin

Dia de los 
Muertos
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Leslie for Mayor

Keep Austin Weird

Gingerbread House

↑ SoCo ↓ Greetings from Austin
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Eeyore’s Birthday Party

Keep Austin Weird

↑ First Night Austin ↓


