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WHAT ARE OUR CHOICES? 

   Simply put, mass transit is no longer just a Northeast or West 
Coast solution to moving people.  In urban areas around the 
United States, including America’s heartland, transit is being 
seen as a viable and sensible investment that can help 
communities reach their goals for mobility, environmental 
sustainability, and economic prosperity.   

“The time is now for action.  We must take steps now to ensure the 
continued economic success of our region.”  – Mayor Karl Dean, 

Metro Nashville-Davidson County 

“We cannot continue along the same path we are on now and 
expect traffic to get any better.  Our citizens deserve more 

choices.” – Mayor Jo Ann Graves, City of Gallatin 

“If we are serious about transit, and I believe we are, we must begin 
the process of identifying a stable and reliable source of funding for 

our vision.” – Mayor Rogers Anderson, Williamson County 

“The business community has made this one of its top priorities.” – 
Ralph Schulz, President, Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

LOCAL&EXPRESSFIXEDROUTEBUS

BUSRAPIDTRANSIT

LIGHTRAILTRANSIT(existing)(proposed)

HEAVYRAIL

COMMUTERRAIL(existing)(proposed)

Asystemofbusesoperatingon
designatedroutesinmixedtraffic
forlocalcirculationorlonger
distancecommuting.An
importantcomponentofany
masstransitsystem,andcritical
tothesuccessofrapidbusorrail
transit.

BRToffersuniquelybranded
busescustomizedtoprovidea
servicecomparabletoLRT–
typicallytravelingindedicated
lanesandhostingpremium
amenitiesatstations.Usually
easierandcheapertoimplement
thanLRT,butlimitedcapacity.

LRTisahighfrequencytrain(or
streetcarstyle)serviceoperating
inmixedtrafficand/orin
dedicatedlanes,poweredby
overheadelectrification.
Typicallyprovidesmorecapacity
andcanbecheapertooperate
thanBRTinthelongrun.

Apremiumintraregionaltrain
servicethatoperatesinexclusive
rightofway,allowingittooffer
superiortraveltimes.Powered
byoverheadorthirdrail
electrification.Usuallythemost
expensivetransitmodetobuild.

Asuburbanorientedservice
operatingduringpeaktravel
timestoandfromacentralcity
oftensharingrightofwaywith
freightmovementsrequiringa
heavyvehicleforsafeoperation.
Usuallypoweredbydieselelectric
locomotive.
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