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Transit:

The Utah Story
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Las Vegas



BRIDGES
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Salt Lake City
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“The prospect of riding light rail to the opening 
ceremonies of the 2002 Winter Games is looking bleak.”

Deseret News, June 9, 1999

“Light Rail: The Solution to No Problem.”
The Public Purpose, May 2001

“Rail never comes in under budget.” 
Light Rail Progress, Austin, Texas

“Rail has no impact on mobility, 
air quality, or congestion.” 

Light Rail Progress, Austin, Texas

“GOP Group Wants Light Rail Derailed.”  
Deseret News, March 4, 1996
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“This ‘telephone’ has too many 
shortcomings to be seriously considered as 

a means of communication. The device 
is inherently of no value to us.”

Western Union internal memo, 1876

“Heavier-than-air flying machines are impossible.”
Lord Kelvin, President, Royal Society, 1895

“I think there is a world market for 
maybe five computers.”

Thomas Watson, Chairman of IBM, 1943

“640K ought to be enough for anybody.”
Bill Gates, 1981



Salt Lake City Rail Transit:  
FROM ZERO TO 136 MILES

• North South LRT 1999 15.8 miles
• University LRT 2001 2.8 miles
• Medical Center Extension 2003 1.0 miles
• Hub Extension 2008 1.0 miles
• Commuter Rail North 2008     45.0 miles
• West Valley LRT 2011       5.1 miles
• Mid‐Jordan LRT 2011     10.6 miles
• Commuter Rail South 2012 45.0 miles
• Airport LRT 2013       6.0 miles
• Draper LRT 2013       3.5 miles
• Sugar House Streetcar 2013       1.5 miles
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World War II

33 Million 1946

Rise of the Automobile

Creation of UTA

Energy Crisis

TRAX Begins Operating

41.5 Million 2011
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Airport TRAX

92% Complete
• Line ends at Airport Terminal
• FrontRunner Transfer at North Temple
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Cultivate Champions

Build Community Trust

Deliver Results

Business‐like Acumen

Partner and Collaborate

Visionary Leadership



• #1 “Best State for Business” Forbes Magazine

• #1 “Best Business Climate” Business Facilities

• #1 “Best Managed State” Pew Center on the States

• #1 “Best Economic Outlook” ALEC-Laffer

• #1 “Most Fiscally Fit State” Forbes

• #1 “Best Quality of Life” Business Facilities

• #2 “Fastest Growing State” US Census Bureau
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• Adobe 1,900
• Ebay 3,600
• Twitter 300 
• Oracle 400
• Goldman Sachs 1,200
• Procter & Gamble 200
• ITT 2,000

RECENT EXPANSION/RELOCATION
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Make Transit the First Choice

90% of population within one mile of transit

Transit in every neighborhood

Pass in every pocket

TOD Focus

Active Transportation Connection





Making the Case for Transit…

1. Economic Development and Jobs
2. Population Growth and Congestion
3. Air Quality
4. Quality of Life
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Economic Development
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Line Total Developoment Estimated Transit Induced % Transit Induced
North/South 3,967,135,572$            2,287,820,272$                        58%
University Line 730,050,000$                346,550,000$                           47%
University Campus 905,751,289$                314,340,038$                           35%
West Valley* 204,400,000$                64,900,000$                              32%
Frontrunner North 250,000,000$                250,000,000$                           100%

Total 6,057,336,861$            3,263,610,310$                        54%

To be Built
Sugarhouse Estimate 405,000,000$                400,000,000$                           99%

Analysis In Progress
Mid‐Jordan LRT

To be Built
Airport
Draper
Frontrunner South

* Includes constructed and planned



• Region growing fast (by 
2040)
– Weber County: 60%
– Davis County: 73%
– Salt Lake Co:  61%
– Utah County:  48%

• Congestion threatening 
our economic growth

Population Growth and Congestion



Air Quality



Livability and Quality of Life



The Wasatch Choice 
for 2040:

Regional Vision for 
Growth and Development



Thank You

Matt Sibul
Chief Planning Officer

801/236‐4731
msibul@rideuta.com
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Regional
Transportation 

Plan



2006 Commitment

• $2.85BBudget:

• 20%Federal 
Share:

• 70 miles by 
2015Opening:

2013 Complete!

• $2.4BBudget:

• 25%Federal 
Share:

• Entire Project by 
2013Opening:
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Transit‐Oriented Development (TOD)

• Increases ridership and non‐tax operating revenue 
for UTA

• Converts public land into property tax and sales tax 
revenue generators

• Drives economic growth
• Efficiently uses existing infrastructure

– Saves $6.4 to $8.8 billion in public infrastructure costs
– Lowers housing and transportation costs
– Market demanding walkable, mixed use communities
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Initial fleet consisted of 68 buses
(40 of which were 1950 

hand-me-downs from Los Angeles)

Ordered 203 new buses in 1976 
(there was no place to 
put them or fix them)

Carried 3 million people in the 70’s 
(carry over 42 million current-day)


